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Choose a magazine to 
suit your target clients. 
AILDM members Kerri 
Russell, Tig Crowley, 
Scott Brown and 
Green Rooms as they 
appeared in Universal 
Magazines’ Backyard 
& Garden Design Ideas 
and Good Garden 
Design.

contributes a softer look and surface upon 
which to sit and contemplate.

To mask the existing cream-coloured boundary 
fences, kerri had fast-growing tall hedges of 
Viburnum odoratissimum planted in front of 
them along the home’s northern boundary and 
golden cane palms around the alfresco area. 
The garden is only a year old, but in another 
year the cream fences will barely be noticeable.

The planting was designed to be as low 
maintenance and sustainable as possible, 
which is why kerri made water-wise plant 
choices and added sufficient soil conditioner, 
soil-wetting agents and mulch to promote 
strong, healthy growth. This is also why there’s 
no lawn in the alfresco courtyard area (less 

lawn means less water consumption) and there 
are shade trees to cool the garden.

“i like to use australian natives and mix them 
in with the exotics, always taking care to use 
plants i know will perform in the environment 
that i am going to put them in,” says kerri. 
“i’m a huge fan of the big red kangaroo paw 
and dianellas as well as mature frangipanis, 
which create an instant canopy for summer but 
let an architectural light through in winter. They 
are also perfect for when you want to create a 
focus, as is a mature Dracaena draco, one of 
which was used at the front as a feature offset 
against the stone wall.”

Pyrus calleryana ‘capital’, a popular 
ornamental pear, was used to offset the tall, 

narrow windows at the back of the house. 
“These fitted into the narrow space, hide the 
awful fence and create a soft outlook from the 
windows,” explains kerri. “and i always like to 
add a citrus tree and some herbs somewhere, 
too, which in this instance i have incorporated 
into the sunny front garden.”

For kerri, designing a space that will be 
used frequently is always a priority. That 
means including plenty of seating and room 
to move. says kerri: “i want to create a feeling 
of invitation, where people want to come out 
into the garden and move around the space. 
i want people to be a part of the garden.” in 
this contemporary garden in the Perth suburbs, 
kerri has achieved all of this and more. n 
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Geometry 
lesson
of angular design, this innovative landscape 
makes maximum use of the available space
Words: Karen Booth
Photos: ron tan
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Coastal surprise
Displaying great respect for indigenous plant species,  

this garden is truly australian

Tucked behind sand dunes and cosseted 
by coastal tea tree scrub, this weekender 
on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula is a 

place of retreat, far away from the pressures 
of city life. 

The single-storey house is of simple 
architectural style, its exterior boasting low-
maintenance weatherproof vertical cladding. 
To help it blend into the landscape, the roof is 
hidden by parapet walls. The owners, andrew 
and Zara, wanted the design of the garden, 
pool, pavilion and outdoor entertaining 
area to follow a similar theme of fitting in 
with the surrounding vegetation rather than 
dominating it.

The pavilion — a destination in its own right 
— has an extensive array of features because 
it is situated some distance from the house 
and needed to be largely self-contained. it 
is finished in the same exterior cladding as 
the home and houses a bar, sink, fridge, 
cupboards, seating, toilet and shower. The 
barbecue, with its a weatherproof bench and 

Garden designer: scott Brown,
scott Brown Landscape design

Garden location: rye, Victoria
Photographer: Patrick redmond

mosaic splashback, is located to one side of 
the structure.

on the leeward side of the pavilion, where it 
is protected from the winds, the pool presents 
a commanding view. There is a similarly 
impressive view of the pool as you descend 
the timber steps from the front lawn and pass 
through the existing indigenous Melaleuca 
lanceolata (Moonah trees). Linking the pool 
to the pavilion (the floor of which is almost a 
metre above ground level due to the slope of 
the block) is jarrah decking. The jarrah is being 
left to age, with the silver-grey tones giving the 
entire space a relaxed, coastal flavour.

The pool has an automatic retractable cover, 
which is important for a number of reasons. 
First, this is a holiday home, so the cleaner the 
pool the less maintenance that needs to be 
done. second, the cover minimises water loss 
from evaporation and conserves heat in the 
pool. Third, it keeps the local fauna safe. 

The coping of the pool is square-edged 
bluestone, the same stone used as wall 
cladding on the main steps down from the 
house. The bluestone blends with the grey 
decking, the trunks of the Melaleuca lanceolata 
and the vertically arranged timber sleepers that 
retain the slope. 

The entertaining precinct comprises the pool, 
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There’s no denying that outdoor living is 
vital to the australian lifestyle and sydney, 
in particular, is ideally suited to utilise 

this to the optimum. in a climate such as ours, 
being able to escape to a small sanctuary 
within the privacy of our own properties is 
not only a luxury but virtually a necessity. The 
importance of a functional, low-maintenance 

and enjoyable garden consequently served 
as inspiration to the design, construction and 
management of this neutral Bay project. 

The property presented a stunning, classical 
Victorian family home, the rear of which had 
been recently renovated. The garden, although 
quite pleasant, was now out of date and ready 
for a redesign that would complement the 

renovation, increase usability and add value to 
the property. 

The owners sought to combine their desire 
to entertain friends and family with the need 
for privacy, both inside and outside the 
home. With this in mind, the design brief 
demanded some subtle level changes, space 
rearrangement and restyling. garden lighting 
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“The transformation of this 
space has been a huge success”
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Green scene
Lush, leafy and private, this recently renovated 

rear garden exudes a sense of serenity 
Words: Tig Crowley

Photos: Peter Brennan

and create a makeshift pathway through the 
garden. The built-in seating was designed to 
fit into the design seamlessly and create spots 
from which to enjoy the view.

not only is this design a contemporary 
masterpiece to look at, it also incorporates 
water-efficient principles. it has an automated 
drip irrigation system that has been installed 
on top of the soil level. it automatically waters 
the garden for 10 minutes every second day, 
which means very little water is wasted and 
the garden itself is quite sustainable. it also 
means the owners don’t need to spend a lot 
of time watering the garden when they could 
be relaxing or enjoying it, nor will they worry 
about it when away from home.

When it comes to building a rooftop garden, 
it’s important to consider how you will be able 
to deal with any green waste. in an apartment 
environment such as this, where the setting is 
so many storeys high, no one will enjoy taking 
the garden waste down to the bin, even if there 
is an elevator. The best option is to choose 
low-maintenance plants, such as those used 

here, to ensure waste is kept to a minimum.
While the owners are incredibly privileged 

to have such an area to use as a garden, they 
needed to ensure they didn’t obstruct the water 
views of the neighbouring apartment dwellers 
surrounding them. For this reason, relatively 
low-growing plants were used to ensure no 
one would object during the process or into 
the future. Fencing was, of course, a safety 
requirement but its transparency allows for an 
uninterrupted vista for the owners.

To ensure its use at any time of day, carefully 
positioned eyelid lights and downlights create 
highlights and guidance for those moving 
around the garden.

To create a seamless flow from the interior 
of the home to the outdoors, the garden was 
styled in a minimalist manner. enhancing 
apartment living was high on the list of 
priorities for the owners and a successful 
design has ensured this brief has been met 
and exceeded. n 

The 13th floor of an apartment block in a 
sought-after sydney location plays host 
to an amazing rooftop garden. With 

million-dollar views of the harbour, the owners 
recognised the potential to create a unique 
garden and outdoor living space — something 
that would enhance their lifestyle and, of 
course, improve any future sale price.

a sophisticated look was a must as the 
garden was to feature in the midst of a setting 
complemented by modern architecture. Thanks 
to careful planning and a clever design by 
green rooms gardens & Landscapes, rather 
than seeming enveloped by the surrounding 
buildings the garden sits in harmony with its 
city location and gives a great impression of 
space.

Being situated near the water meant 
materials and plants needed to be able to 
tolerate the punishing conditions thrown at 
it, such as exposure to harsh sun, wind and 
salt spray. Lavender dentata, Olea europaea, 
Leucadendron spp, Myoporum parvifolium, 
Stachys byzantina and Buxus japonica were 

planted because of their ability to cope with 
a full-sun position and salt-laden winds. 
The plants were also chosen because of 
their drought tolerance. as they were to be 
established in planter boxes rather than in 
the earth, they needed to be able to handle 
drying out every now and again. The palette 

provided by the plants is mostly blues, silvers 
and greens, which imbue a calming, peaceful 
ambience.

The planter boxes were a key element of the 
landscape’s design. They act as a tool to guide 
the eye while breaking up the expanse of space 
into smaller areas. They hug the bench seating 
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“A unique garden and 
outdoor living space”
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Sky high
A rooftop garden amid a concrete jungle 
provides a relaxing sanctuary in a busy world
Words: Rachel Falzon


