“The transformation of this
space has been o huge success”

> -ign,.ihis innovative landscape
m use of the available space

confribues a sofier look and surface upon
which fo sit and confemplote.

To mosk e exising cream-coloured boundary
fences, Kerr had fasi-growing fal hedges of
Viburnum odorafissimum planted in front of
them along the home’s norihem boundary and
Golden Cane palms around the alfesco oreo
The garden is only a year old, but in another
yeor the cream fences vill barely be noficeable

The planiing was designed fo be as low
maintenance and sustainable as possible,
which is why Kerri mode waler-wise plani
choices and added suffcient soil condifioner,
soil-weting agents and mulch fo promote
strong, healthy growth. This is also why there’s
no lown in fhe alfresco courtyord area (less

lown means less vater consumtion) and fhere
are shade frees fo cool the garden.

“Ilike o use Australion nalives and mix them
in with he exofics, always faking core fo use
plants | know will perform in the evironment
thot | am going fo put them in,” soys Kerr
“I'm o huge fan of the big red kangaroo paw
and dianellos as well os mofure frangipanis,
which create an instant canopy for summer but
let an architeciural light through i infer. They
are also perfect for wihen you vant fo create o
focus, as is o mature Drocaena draco, one of
which wos used of the front a5 a feature offset
against the sfone wll.

Pyrus cofleryana ‘Capital’, o popular
omamenal pear, vas used fo offset the fall,

narrow windows af fhe back of the house.
“These fitted into the norrow space, hide fhe
awlul fence and create o soff outlook from fhe.
windows,” exploins Keri. “And | always like fo
dd a cifrus ree and some herbs somewhere,
100, which in this instance | have incorporated
info the sunny front gorden.”

For Kerri, designing o space that will be
used frequently s always o priorify. That
means including pleny of seafing and room
to move. Says Kerri: I want fo creoe o feeling
of invitafion, where people want fo come out
into the gorden and move around fhe spoce
I want people fo be @ part of the garden.” In
this confemporary garden in the Perth suburbs,
Kerr has achieved all of his and more. B
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COASTAL SURPRISE

Displaying great respect for indigenous plant species,
this garden is ruly Australian
- -

landscape outlook



